
Miyazaki International College 
Course Syllabus 

Fall 2017 
 
Course Title (Credits) ASN 3651 Topics in American Literature 1 (3 credits) 
Course Designation for TC Discipline-related course 

Content Teacher 
Instructor Dr. Katherine E. Bishop 
E-mail address kbishop@sky.miyazaki-mic.ac.jp 
Office/Ext MIC 1-212/ext. 3720 
Office hours Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday 4:15-5:15; also by appointment 

Language Teacher 
Instructor N/A 
 
Course Description: 
Examines various themes, approaches, and genres in American literature, and relates this literature 
to its historical, cultural and social context.  

Course Objectives: 
The course aims to help you to do the following: 
  -Help you to level up your critical reading skills and develop your vocabulary.  
-Guide you in asking as well as answering good questions.  
-Heighten your mastery of communication (writing, listening, presenting) -Increase your overall 
proficiency in analysis and discussion.   
-Sharpen your understanding of literature, focusing on genres.  
-Enhance your understanding of American literature and culture.  
-Level up your ability to create, develop, and test original arguments   
 
Diploma Policy Standards Satisfied by Course Objectives   
Work completed in this course helps students achieve the following Diploma Policy objective(s): 

1. Advanced thinking skills (comparison, analysis, synthesis, and evaluation) based on critical 
thinking 

2. The ability to understand and accept different cultures developed through acquisition of a 
broad knowledge and comparison of the cultures of Japan and other nations 

     3.  The ability to identify and solve problems 
     4.  Advanced communicative proficiency in English 
     5.  Proficiency in the use of information technology 
 



Course Schedule 
NOTE: I reserve the right to amend this schedule at any time 

Day Topic Content/Activities 
1 

10/2 
Introduction to the course.  Introductions; Overview of epistolarity 

2 
10/4 

(No class 
10/9) 

Writing Letters: Format, 
history, technique 

Lecture on epistles and history 
Discussion of letters as a form 
In-class letter writing 

3 
10/11 

Drama: Staging and Context A. R. Gurney’s Love Letters 

4 
10/16 

Drama: Character A. R. Gurney’s Love Letters 

5 
10/18 

(10/20-10/21 
MIC Festival) 

Drama: Set and props A. R. Gurney’s Love Letters 

6 
10/25 

Drama: Overview A. R. Gurney’s Love Letters 
Staging a scene 

7 
10/30 

Drama: Adaptation The Color Purple (film) 

8 
11/1 

Monday 
schedule 

Epistolary Novels: Dialect 
and voice 

Alice Walker: The Color Purple 

9 
11/6 

Epistolary Novels: 
Constructing identity 

Alice Walker: The Color Purple 

10 
11/8 

Epistolary Novels: 
Constructing the audience 

Alice Walker: The Color Purple 

11 
11/13 

Epistolary Novels: 
Understanding context 

Alice Walker: The Color Purple 

12 
11/15 

Epistolary Novels: 
Understanding context 

Alice Walker: The Color Purple 

13 
11/20 

Epistolary Novels: Form and 
protest 

Alice Walker: The Color Purple 

14 
11/22 

Public Letters: Speech Truth, "Ain't I a Woman?" 
Sharing Project One 

15 Public Letters: Paratexts, Wheatley frontispiece  



11/23 
Monday 
schedule 

Public/Private, Power Various 
 

16 
11/27 

Public Letters: Travel 
Writing 

Mark Twain: Letters from the Sandwich Islands 

17 
11/29 

Public Letters: Letters to 
Editors 

Mark Twain: Letters to Editors 
 

18 
12/4 

Public Letters: Protest 
Writing 

FBI to MLK; MLK "Letter from Birmingham Jail" 

19 
12/6 

Public Letters: Protest 
Writing 

James Baldwin: "My Dungeon Shook" 
 

20 
12/11 

Epistolary Poetry: 
Understanding the Form 

Natasha Tretheway "Letter Home"; Paul Lawrence 
Dunbar "Captious Critic" 
 

21 
12/13 

Epistolary Poetry: 
Collaboration 

Emily Dickinson’s Letters to/with Susan 
Dickinson 
Assorted poems 

22 
12/18 

Epistolary Poetry: 
Modernity and Form 

William Carlos Williams: “This is Just to Say” 
Louise Erdrich: “Dear John Wayne” 

23 
12/20 

Epistolary Poetry: Music 
and Form 

Leonard Cohen: "Famous Blue Raincoat" 
 

24 
1/10 

Digital Futures: The Impact 
of Technology on Epistles 

Craig Raine: "A Martian Sends a Postcard Home" 
 

25 
1/15 

Digital Futures: Social 
Media and Visualizing 
Narratives 

Twitterature; Dear Data 

26 
1/17 

Digital Futures: Email Kathy Acker and McKenzie Wark: I’m Very into 
You 

27 
1/22 

The Art of Letter Writing: 
Audience: Alternate Selves / 
Alternate Futures 

Scott Snider: A.D. After Death; Patricia Nurse: 
“One Rejection Too Many” 

28 
1/24 

The Art of Letter Writing: 
Letter Writing as 
Performance Art 

A Literal Letter Writing Service 
Chris Kraus: I Love Dick 

29 
1/29 

The Art of Letter Writing: 
Visualizing Life 

Sharing Dear Data Project 

30 
1/31 

Review Review and wrap up 



 Final Exam  

Required Materials: 
Alice Walker: The Color Purple 
The Color Purple (film): Available to rent on Amazon.co.jp if you cannot attend the class 
screening 
Most readings will be available on Moodle or through our library. You are to print out and bring 
the readings to class.  
 
Course Policies (Attendance, etc.): 
 
• You are expected to attend and participate in every class. Do not schedule elective medical 

appointments or trips during class time.  

• Get class notes and complete homework from any class that you missed before the next class.  

• Please try not to be late. It is disruptive. Being late twice will count as an absence. Missing more 

than two classes, even if they are excused, will lead to my recommendation that you drop the course.  

• Organize all of your handouts and bring them to class every day. 

• If you have a question, ASK IT! Please ask your classmates, email, and/or visit Dr. Bishop during 

her office hours. You may also choose to make an appointment. (You are important to me but I 

have a lot of students. Please do not be surprised if I cannot see you if you drop by.) 

• If you have a problem, please come and speak with me. If you have spoken to me and your problem 

persists, please contact Dean Peters: bpeters@sky.miyazaki-mic.ac.jp 

• If you experience difficulties during the semester, ILA and the Tandai both have counselors 

available to you. See Masashi Toyama in General Affairs for more information. Dr. Bishop is also 

available to help you to acquire resources.  

• If you experience learning difficulties or need accommodation for any reason, make an appointment 

to meet with a counselor to make a plan. Dr. Bishop will also work with you to create an appropriate 

plan for accommodation.  

• Harassment of any kind will not be tolerated. Discrimination on the basis of race, creed, color, 

national origins, age, sex, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, and so forth is prohibited. Be 

respectful of others.  

• As some of our course material is controversial or sensitive and may contain adult content, respectful 

discussion is especially crucial. I reserve the right to ask anyone to leave at any time.  
 

Academic Honesty: 

• It is essential that you use your own ideas in this class and submit your own work in this class. 

• ●   Plagiarism is the presentation of someone else’s work as your own, whether it be direct, 

undocumented quotation of words, phrases or sentences, or undocumented paraphrasing of 

original ideas, thoughts or content. Properly citing other authors is important; do not copy ideas 



from other people or books and pass them off as your own.  

• Neglecting to acknowledge sources for outside material is a serious, punishable offense and will 

result in failure of the assignment and possibly the course. 
 
Class Preparation and Review 
Students are expected to spend at least one hour preparing for every hour of lesson and one hour 

reviewing and doing homework. As we will meet for three hours a week, you are expected to spend six 

hours per week preparing and reviewing for this course.  
 
Grades and Grading Standards 
A: 90-100 

B: 80-89 

C: 70-79 

D: 60-69 

F: Below 59 

 
Major Projects: 30% 
Assorted Assignments and Quizzes: 10% 
Note-Taking and Review Presentation: 20% 
Reflective Essay: 10% 
Final Exam: 15% 
Participation: 15% 
      

All assignments are due on the due date. Any work submitted after the deadline will lose 5% of the 

possible points per day it is late. Dr. Bishop reserves the right to refuse assignments submitted by email 

as well as those more than seven days late. Life happens, though, so if you need an extension as far 
in advance of the deadline as possible. I will do my best to accommodate requests.  
 

In principle, graded work will be returned within one week of submission with appropriate comments 

given via written and oral feedback, rubrics, and/or notes. 
 

Please bring grade-related concerns in writing to Dr. Bishop’s office hours or an appointment, 
including any argument for a higher or lower grade. Emails requesting an appointment to 
discuss a grade are encouraged though emailed contestations are not.  
 

 

 
 
Notes:  
 


